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Florida House of Representatives (AP)

LAKE WORTH, FL-- D'atra Franklin takes pride in her part-time job
as a work study student at Palm Beach State College. She has big
dreams. "l want to be a history teacher," Franklin said.

D'atra could have been just another statistic. Her mother died when
she was only seven-years old and as a result she and her brother
were left bouncing around from one home to the next.

"Right now my brother is in jail," Franklin said. "He went down the
wrong path and | didn't. | realized | was better than that."

D'atra made her life "better than that" with the help of the state
funded Transition to Independent Living Program. A monthly stipend
of a little over 12 hundred dollars allows her to put a roof over her
head and money for college.

House bill 5305 will slash the stipend young adults like D'atra will
get in half to $675 a month.

"Cutting it will be a detriment to their goals, school, work, and daily living," said advocate Jeff DeMario.

DeMario runs Vita Nova, a privately funded program helping foster kids in their young adulthood. He believes
state leaders are going to dig an even deeper hole than the one they are in now.

"Youth out of foster care are subject to arrests, drugs, pregnancies, all that feeds this problem," DeMario said.

"You cut the money and you'll see that."

DeMario says he serves 300 former foster children like D'atra utilizing the transition funding.

D'atra says she may have to pick up another job to make up for the cuts and her worse fear is she will have to
drop school, and her dreams of being a teacher, all together.

"Kids need something to hold onto," she said. "If they had that money it could be something stable and secure

for them."

The bill has already passed the Florida House, if it passes the Florida Senate the cuts could go into effect July

1st.

Young adults like D'atra say they've received little warning. Foster care advocates say that if you find this
troubling then you can reach out to your Senators before they vote.
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