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Technical Working Group (TWG)

Description:  The National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) Technical Working Group (TWG) is a new forum for State staff and young people to discuss and offer recommendations to the Federal NYTD Team on the development of technical assistance products, reports and system enhancements that will improve the collection, reporting, analysis, dissemination and use of NYTD data by States.  Key objectives of the TWG include:

· Consulting with the Federal NYTD team on emerging State technical assistance needs related to NYTD data collection and reporting;
· Assisting with the periodic review of future NYTD technical documentation and technical assistance products;
· Providing input on the format and dissemination of national data reports for NYTD;
· Recommending enhancements to the NYTD system tools such as the NYTD Portal and NYTD Data Review Utility (NDRU); and
· Participating in planning the annual NYTD Technical Assistance Meeting.

The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) retains authority to make all decisions regarding the operation and maintenance of the Federal NYTD system, the issuance of national data reports and the provision of guidance and technical assistance.

Membership:  Membership is voluntary and limited to State staff and select young adults and foster care alumni.  Interested individuals must apply for membership.  Members will be selected by the Federal NYTD Team for a one-year term.  We intend to invite 10-15 members to serve on the TWG representing a variety of relevant disciplines and experiences including:

· State program staff, such as independent living program coordinators and caseworkers
· State data staff, such as data managers or analysts;
· State information technology staff, such as SACWIS managers or other system analysts; and
· Young people in foster care or formerly in foster care.

Prospective members should possess a working knowledge of NYTD requirements and basic knowledge of the Federal NYTD system and how it is used.  Members should also be actively engaged in the State’s efforts to collect, analyze and use NYTD data or in building partnerships between the State and young people to achieve these goals.  States are welcome to nominate young people engaged in NYTD implementation for the TWG.  The National Resource Center for Youth Development (NRCYD) will also assist States in inviting and engaging young people to be on the TWG.  Our goal is to ensure the TWG is staffed with knowledgeable, committed individuals representing a variety of States, disciplines and approaches to the collection and use of data.  

Responsibilities:  TWG members will be expected to leverage their experiences and expertise to discuss and offer thoughtful and timely recommendations to the Federal NYTD Team on a variety of NYTD-related issues and topics.  Members should be able to commit to performing the following tasks:

· Participating in quarterly conference calls with the Federal NYTD Team starting in early 2012, including reviewing meeting materials prior to such calls; and
· Attending the annual NYTD Technical Assistance Meeting (generally hosted in the summer in Washington, DC).  
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Technical Working Group (TWG) Application
The NYTD Technical Working Group (TWG) is a new forum for State staff and young people to discuss and offer recommendations to the Federal NYTD Team on the development of technical assistance products, reports and system enhancements that will improve the collection, analysis, dissemination and use of NYTD data by States.  We intend to invite 10 – 15 members to serve on the TWG for a one-year term.  Prospective members should possess a working knowledge of NYTD requirements and basic knowledge of the Federal NYTD system and how it is used.  Members should also be actively engaged in the State’s efforts to collect, analyze and use NYTD data or in building partnerships between the State and young people to achieve these goals.

To apply, please provide responses to the items below.  For items 5-8, please provide brief answers (3-4 sentences).  Please send this information to Elizabeth Mertinko at emertinko@icfi.com by December 23, 2011.


	1.   Name
	
	2. State
	

	3. Email  
	
	4.  Phone
	





5. NYTD TWG members will be expected to participate in quarterly telephone calls (lasting approximately 90 minutes), to attend the NYTD TA Meeting (typically 2 ½ days in Washington, DC), and to be available by telephone or email for consultation throughout the year.  Are you able to commit to this level of participation?  Are there any factors that you anticipate could hinder your ability to participate fully in the work of this group?



6. Why are you interested in being a member of the NYTD TWG?



7. How long have you been involved in your State’s NYTD implementation?  What has your role been?



8. What knowledge, skills and experience do you bring that you feel would be most beneficial to this group?





Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of the NYTD TWG!  Please return your completed application via email to Elizabeth Mertinko at emertinko@icfi.com by December 23, 2011. 
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