California National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD) Outreach Strategies 

California recognizes that communication with youth while they are in care and once they exit will be an integral component in successfully meeting the challenge of NYTD to engage youth at ages 17, 19 and 21 years.   To aid in the effort the CDSS has developed the following as outreach strategies:

· Twice yearly, CDSS sends notices to over 22,000 current and former foster youth via their Medi-Cal mailings regarding the Chafee Education Training voucher Program among other post-secondary scholarship/grant information.  In addition through these mailings, youth receive information regarding the State’s transitional housing programs.  This year, CDSS will also include information regarding the purpose of NYTD and how youth can make a difference by volunteering to complete the NYTD survey.  Young adults employed by the California Ombudsman’s Office are writing the NYTD notice to ensure that it is “youth friendly”.  

· The California Foster Care Ombudsman has agreed to include information regarding NYTD in her statewide presentations to foster youth informing them of their rights in foster care.  She will advocate that youth volunteer to take the survey and that by so doing; they are empowered to make a difference in the lives of youth in foster care.  Additionally, her website will post information regarding the NYTD.

· The California Youth Connection, a youth advocacy organization has agreed to share information about the importance of NYTD with its statewide membership of youth.  They will communicate the importance of NYTD as part of their advocacy and how responsiveness on the part of youth will make a difference in the lives of all current and former foster youth.  Additionally, they have agreed to work with the CDSS by polling foster youth as to the best possible methods of outreaching to this population, particularly after they leave care.

· The CDSS partners with the California Welfare Directors Association  (CWDA)on several subcommittees which meet monthly: CWDA Operations; CWDA ILP and CWDA Transitional Housing.  There have been on-going discussions and presentations at these meetings with counties not just regarding the purpose of NYTD and what a huge technical effort it is; but rather, the extreme importance of engaging youth via relationships before they exit care; and providing information to youth regarding NYTD whenever their Transition plan including the 90-day, is developed and reviewed with the youth.  Also, wherever possible, counties will continue to provide links to supportive services which is viewed as another opportunity to engage youth in our NUTD efforts.

· The CDSS contractor, University of California, Davis will enlist the assistance of former foster youth participating in the Guardian Scholar program to inform youth of the survey and administer to youth if, logistically possible.  The Guardian Scholar program is a post-secondary educational support program for former foster youth at several colleges and universities throughout the state.  

· If the California budget permits and the CDSS is able to continue its  transition youth, caregiver and social worker/ILP coordinator  training conferences, we will use those venues and others to inform youth, caregivers, social worker staff and others of the NYTD effort.

· The NYTD effort has also been presented to the California Child Welfare Council, a high level cross- jurisdictional departmental effort to improve the lives of our children, youth and families.

· The CDSS website will house information regarding the NYTD  and CDSS will work with  our contractors at the Community College Chancellors Office and the Foundation for California Community Colleges to share NYTD information with transition aged youth and with caregivers for whom they offer training.

· Other entities CDSS plans to initiate outreach to include:  California Foster Youth Services (CA Dept. of Education), CASAs and group home associations.

· Additionally, CDSS is exploring with our survey contractor (UCD) a myriad of methods to use technology to reach youth: Face Book, Internet, Call centers, various youth focused websites in including Foster Club.

California is making a strong effort to outreach to a very challenging population with the help of a variety of partners and stakeholders.  We look forward to working with the Administration for Children and Families in assisting us in reaching the targeted goals. 

