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Overview of Presentation

Part I:

e QOverview of the history of Federal funding for services for youth aging out of
foster care

e Discussion of the origins and development of NYTD

e An overview of the types of information States report to NYTD and the data
collection schedule

Part ll:

e An overview of the Federal compliance review and determination process
e A review of the process States use to submit the NYTD data file
e A brief look at the NYTD Data Review Utility (NDRU) and NYTD Portal
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Background and overview of NYTD
implementation



A Brief History...

e 1986: The first Federal Independent Living Program was established (P.L. 99-272),
enabling child welfare agencies to respond to the needs of youth emancipating
from foster care.

e 1999: The Foster Care Independence Act (P.L. 106-169) established the John H.
Chafee Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP). CFCIP provides States with
additional, flexible funding to carry out programs that assist youth in making the
transition from foster care to self-sufficiency.

e 2001: The Promoting Safe and Stable Families Amendments provided States with
funding specifically for post-secondary education and training vouchers (ETV).

e 2008: The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act created
a State option to extend title IV-E foster care assistance to youth up to age 21.
The law also included a requirement that, prior to the youth's emancipation from
foster care, the State must develop a personalized transition plan as directed by
the youth.
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What law authorized NYTD?

e The Foster Care Independence Act of 1999 required ACF to develop a data
collection system that:

— Tracks the number and characteristics of youth receiving independent living
services,

— Tracks the type and quantity of independent living services States provide to
youth; and

— Tracks State performance on certain outcome measures.

e The statute also requires ACF to impose a penalty for a State’s noncompliance
with data collection and reporting requirements.
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How was the NYTD regulation developed?

e Beginning in 2000, ACF consulted with a variety of stakeholders to gather
information regarding outcomes, measures and reporting, including State child
welfare agencies, national child welfare organizations, youth service providers,
and current foster youth and parents.

e In 2001, ACF conducted a pilot test involving seven pilot States and one Indian
Tribe to help inform the draft regulation and to field test proposed data
elements, definitions and procedures.

e The data system was named the “National Youth in Transition Database” by a
young adult formerly in foster care.
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How was the NYTD regulation developed?

® The NYTD Final Rule was published in February 2008. The Final Rule requires
States to engage in two separate, but related data collection and reporting
activities:

1. Collecting information on youth and the independent living services they receive
that are paid for or provided by the State agencies that administer the Chafee
Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP); and

2. Collecting outcomes information on all 17-year-old youth in foster care and on
certain 19- and 21-year-olds,

® States were required to begin collecting NYTD data on October 1, 2010 and
must report NYTD data to ACF on a semi-annual basis within 45 days of the end
of each report period (May 15 and November 14 of each fiscal year).
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What information is collected in NYTD?

e States must collect basic demographic data on all youth reported to NYTD,
including:

— A unique record number (same ID used for youth reported to the Adoption and Foster
Care Analysis and Reporting System or “AFCARS”)

— Date of birth

— Sex

— Race and ethnicity
— Foster care status

® For youth that receive independent living services, States must also report:

— The local agency responsible for serving the youth
— Membership in a Federally-recognized tribe

— Education level and special education status

— Whether the youth was adjudicated delinquent
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What information is collected in NYTD?

e States also must report whether or not a youth received an independent living
service during a six-month report period in one or more of the following

categories:

— Independent living needs assessment — Health education and risk prevention

— Academic support — Family support and healthy marriage

— Post-secondary educational support education

— Career preparation — Mentoring

— Employment programs or vocational — Supervised independent living
training — Room and board financial assistance

— Budget and financial management — Education financial assistance

— Housing education and home
management training
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What information is collected in NYTD?

e States must collect baseline outcomes data from all 17-year-olds in foster care and
follow-up outcomes data from these youth at ages 19 and 21 (cohort model) in six
outcome areas:

— Financial self-sufficiency (i.e., employment, use of public assistance)
— Educational attainment (i.e., current enrollment, highest educational certification)

— Homelessness
— High-risk behaviors (i.e., substance abuse referral, incarceration, children)

— Connections with adults
— Access to health insurance (i.e., Medicaid or other health insurance)
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How is outcomes information collected for NYTD?

e States must collect outcomes data directly from youth by administering a short
survey. The survey contains 22 questions. Most questions ask for “yes” or “no”
responses.

e Youth may decline to answer any single question on the survey or may decline to
participate in the survey all together.

e States may select their own method for administering the survey (i.e., by email, by
phone, by in-person interview, etc.).

e Because States are required to collect outcomes data on youth at ages 19 and 21,

States have been strategizing about how to maintain contact with youth as they
age out of foster care.
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How is outcomes information collected for NYTD?

Examples of questions on the NYTD youth outcome survey:

Currently are you employed full-time?

What is the highest educational degree or certification that you have
received?

Currently is there at least one adult in your life, other than your
caseworker, to whom you can go for advice or emotional support?

Have you ever been homeless?

Currently are you on Medicaid [or name of the State’s medical assistance
program under title XIX]?
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O Yes
O No

O High school diploma/GED
U Vocational certificate

O Vocational license

O Associate’s degree

O Bachelor’s degree

O Higher degree

O None of the above

O Yes
O No

O Yes
O No

O Yes
QO No
U Don’t know
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When is NYTD data collected and reported?

NYTD Data Collection Schedule (FY 2011 — 2015)

Reporting Population FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015

Served Population: Information on v v v v v

youth receiving services

Baseline Population: Information on ‘/ ‘/
the outcomes of youth in foster care at
age 17 (Cohort 1) (Cohort 2)

Follow-Up Population: Information on ‘/

youth outcomes at age 19 (Cohort 1)

Follow-Up Population: Information on \/

youth outcomes at age 21 (Cohort 1)
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How have States implemented NYTD?

The Federal NYTD Team has worked with States since 2008 to prepare for
NYTD implementation. Primary State implementation activities have included:

e Developing or modifying child welfare information systems in order to collect, store, and
transmit their NYTD data files.

e Developing survey instruments and protocols for administering the survey (i.e., by mail, over
the internet, in person, etc.).

e Developing protocols to locate and engage youth in the NYTD survey, including:
— Implementing marketing and outreach strategies to inform youth about NYTD;
— Developing informed consent forms to assist youth in making a decision regarding their participation
in the NYTD survey; and
— Using incentives (e.g. small cash incentives or gift cards) to garner the participation of youth.

e Devising plans to analyze and use NYTD data to benchmark State performance in preparing
youth for a transition to adulthood.
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How have States engaged youth in NYTD

implementation?

States have engaged youth in NYTD implementation in a number of ways:

e Developing information systems: In Texas, foster care alumni have been involved in
developing the information system components to collect and manage data for NYTD.

e Developing youth outcome survey instruments: Many States like South Dakota, Rhode
Island, and Oregon pilot tested their survey instruments with youth prior to full
implementation.

e Marketing and outreach strategies to inform youth about NYTD: In California, former foster
youth produced a rap about NYTD. Texas and South Carolina have both worked with foster
care alumni to produce youth-friendly websites about NYTD. Other States including Oregon
and Florida are using social media to reach out to youth.

e Seeking informed consent from youth: South Carolina worked with foster care alumni to
devise a youth-friendly informed consent form.

* Incentives to garner the participation of youth: Many States have asked their youth what
would motivate them to participate. Some will offer small incentives for participation in the
NYTD survey.
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What do the NYTD data say about the outcomes of

youth and the services States provide to youth?

Stay tuned....

e As of today, all 50 States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have submitted
data files for the first NYTD reporting period (October 1, 2010 — March 31, 2011).

e A preliminary analysis of these data will be presented next week at the 2011 NYTD
Technical Assistance Meeting, in Washington, DC.
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What does NYTD mean to you?

A new source of information on the experiences of youth preparing to exit
foster care and the outcomes of youth who have left foster care, provided
directly by young people.

A new opportunity to link together other reporting systems (e.g., AFCARS)
that provide information on the experiences of young people in the child

welfare system.

A new source of data to assist in determining the effectiveness of
independent living programs.

* A new opportunity to engage youth as partners in survey research,
including dialogue, analysis and dissemination of outcomes data.
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This concludes Part | of the webinar

For more information on the National Youth in Transition Database:

e Visit the Children’s Bureau website: www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/systems/nytd/fag

e Contact the Children’s Bureau: NYTDinfo@acf.hhs.gov

e Join the NYTD listserve: send an email to NYTDinfo@acf.hhs.gov

e Visit the NYTD TA webpage: www.nrccwdt.org/resources/nytd/nytd home.html

e Visit the NYTD Community of Practice: nytdcommunity.acf.hhs.gov

For more technical assistance requests related to implementing NYTD:

Visit the National Resource Center for Child Visit the National Resource Center for
Welfare Data and Technology at www.nrccwdt.org Youth Development at www.nrcyd.ou.edu

www.nrccwdt.or NRCYD

National Resource Center

Hatina eepos t for Youth Development
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Overview of the NYTD compliance standards
and penalties for non-compliance



Compliance Standards and Penalties

e The statute that authorized NYTD also required ACF to impose penalties on

States that do not comply with the data collection and reporting
requirements.

e The NYTD regulation specifies the “compliance standards” States must meet at

45 CFR 1356.85. These standards were further described in NYTD Technical
Bulletin #2.

e Funds subject to a penalty are the Chafee Foster Care Independence Program
(CFCIP) funds allocated to the State during a reporting year (45 CFR

1356.86(a)). Penalties range from 1% to 5% per year depending on area and
degree of non-compliance.
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Overview of NYTD Compliance Standards

Compliance
Standards
|
File Submission
Standards
J Errors:
® Missing: an element with a blank
. . 100% Error Free response whgn that is not a valid
Y (elements 1-5, 14 & 36) response option
| | |
See errors = J Out.-af-range: An eI.ement_that
contains a value that is outside the
parameters of acceptable responses
Data Standards
| e Internally inconsistent: any element
| that fails a check designed to evaluate
\ the logical relationship between
e — G e felements in a! record. There are 19
Outcomes Universe e (elements 6-13, 15-35, internal consistency checks (ICCs) , found
| articipation Rates | 37-58) in NYTD Technical Bulletin #2.

See errors<
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File Submission Standards

Compliance Standard Penalties for
Noncompliance per
15 ClA dzaae sl Reporting Period

(45 CFR 1356.86(b)(2))

1. Timely data: Data file must be submitted on a semi-annual basis
within 45 days of the end of the reporting period (e.g., by May 15
and November 14 of each year)

2.5% if State fails to
comply with any one

2. Format: Data file must be submitted in a format that meets ACF's of the file
specifications. (Note: We issued these specifications in NYTD submission
Technical Bulletin #1). standards.

3. Error-free: Data file must include 100% error-free information on
data elements 1 (State), 2 (report period), 3 (record number), 4
(date of birth), 5 (sex), 14 (foster care status-services) and 36 (foster
care status services) .
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Data Standards

Compliance Standard Penalties for

Noncompliance per
(45 CFR 1356.85(b)) et

(45 CFR 1356.86(b)(2))

1. Error-free: Data file must include information that is at least 90%
error-free for data elements 6-13 (demographic data for all youth),
15-33 (all elements for served population), 34, 35, 37-58 (outcomes
survey elements) .

1.25%

2. Outcomes universe: Data file must contain outcomes information
or a reason explaining why there are no outcomes data for each 1.25%
youth in the follow-up population (or sample).

3. Outcomes participation rates: Data file must contain outcome
information on at least 80% of foster youth in the follow-up 0.5%
population and at least 60% of youth discharged from foster care in
the follow-up population.
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Summary of Penalties for Non-Compliance

(FFY 2011 — 2013)

Potential Penalties
(per report period) FFY 2011 FFY 2012 FFY 2013
Any file submission standard 2.5% 2.5% 2.5%
= OR =
Maximum for all data standards 1.25% 1.25% 2.5%
Error-free (90% standard) 1.25% 1.25% 1.25%
Outcomes universe N/A N/A 1.25%
-OR - -OR - -OR - -OR -
Foster care youth participation rate N/A N/A 0.5%
- AND - - AND -
Discharged youth participation rate 0.5%
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Compliance Review and Determination

e The Associate Commissioner of the Children’s Bureau issues initial and
final determinations of compliance via official correspondence.

o States that are initially found out of compliance with NYTD requirements will
have an opportunity to submit a corrected data file in accordance with 45 CFR
1356.85(e).

o After the opportunity to submit a corrected data file, a final determination of
compliance will be made and the amount of the total calculated penalty, if
applicable, will be assessed (45 CFR 1356.86(d)).
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Compliance Review and Determination

Overview of Compliance Review by Report Period

“A” Report Period
October 1 — March 31

“B” Report Period
April 1 — September 30

Regular file transmission period
April 1 —May 15

Regular file transmission period
October 1 — November 14

Initial compliance determination:
If found out of compliance, States will receive a letter indicating the area of noncompliance, potential penalty
amount and instructions for submitting a corrected data file.

Corrected file transmission period
May 16- September 30

Corrected file transmission period
November 15 - March 31

Final compliance determination:
States found initially out of compliance will receive a final determination of compliance, including the
assessment of penalties if the State’s corrected file did not meet NYTD requirements.
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Overview of the NYTD data quality advisories



Data Quality Advisories (DQAs)

e |n addition to assessing States’ compliance with NYTD standards, ACF also conducts
data quality checks on all State data files.

e NYTD Technical Bulletin #3 specifies these data quality checks or “data quality
advisories” (DQAs) that “flag” potential data quality issues that may warrant closer
examination by the State.

e DQAs do not impact the compliance of a file.
e There are two types of data quality advisories:

— Element-level advisories that examine unexpected frequencies of a value reported
across youth records

— Record-level advisories that examine potential logical inconsistencies in a youth’s record
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Overview of the NYTD file submission process



Overview of the File Submission Process
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Steps in the Submission Process

Step 1: States use the NYTD Data Review Utility N’
(NDRU) to test their data file prior to
transmission (optional)

® States may use NDRU to test the data file against NYTD compliance checks (found in
NYTD Technical Bulletin #2) and data quality checks (found in NYTD Technical
Bulletin #3).

® While optional, the use of NDRU will assist States in identifying and addressing
errors and other issues in their data files prior to transmitting to the Federal NYTD
system.

® |n particular, NDRU will identify file format issues that, if not fixed, may prevent the
data file from being processed by the Federal NYTD system once it is transmitted.
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Steps in the Submission Process

Step 2: States transmit the data file via Cyberfusion
(CFI)

e States will transmit properly formatted and named data files via CFl (same
software and process used for AFCARS).

®* Transmitted data files will be loaded into the NYTD Portal after all data compliance
and quality checks have been assessed.

® This processing may take up to one hour. States will be notified by the NYTD
system when a transmitted data file is ready for review in the NYTD Portal.
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Steps in the Submission Process

Step 3: Use NYTD Portal to review and select
a data file for submission

® States review the results from the compliance and data quality checks in the NYTD
Portal.

® |f there are no file format errors in the file, a “submit” button will be displayed
next to each transmitted data file. The State selects the transmitted data file of
their choice as their official submission.

® |f there are file format errors in the file, the system will not allow the State to
submit it. In this situation, the State must either select another file for submission
or re-transmit a new data file in the proper format and select it for submission in

the NYTD Portal.

In accordance with NYTD Technical Bulletin #4, States must use the NYTD Portal to
officially submit the data file to ACF.
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After a State selects a data file for submission...

e Children’s Bureau central and regional office staff review State data files
selected for submission by States in the NYTD Portal.

® The compliance information displayed in the Portal, based on compliance
checks specified in NYTD Technical Bulletin #2, will be used to assist in making
a compliance determination each report period for each State.

® |naccordance with 45 CFR 1356.85(d)(2), other monitoring tools or

assessment procedures may also be used to determine compliance with NYTD
requirements.

® Both initial and final determinations of compliance are made the Children’s

Bureau. States are notified regarding these decisions though official
correspondence (i.e., not through the NYTD Portal).
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A brief look at the NYTD Data Review Utility
(NDRU) and NYTD Portal



A comparison of NYTD compliance and quality checks
conducted by NDRU versus NYTD Portal

NDRU NITD

Timely data v
Format (specifications for file name, structure, and use v v
of XML values) (depending on format error, file

may not be loaded into Portal)

Error-free information - 90% and 100% standards

(all missing, out of range, or internally inconsistent v v
data™)

Outcomes universe v
Outcomes participation rate v
All data quality advisories** v v

*NYTD Technical Bulletin #2 lists all 19 Internal Consistency Checks (ICC’s).
**NYTD Technical Bulletin #3 lists all 24 Data Quality Advisories (DQA’s).
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Thank you!

For more information on the National Youth in Transition Database:

Visit the Children’s Bureau website: www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/systems/nytd/faq

Contact the Children’s Bureau: NYTDinfo@acf.hhs.gov

Join the NYTD listserve: send an email to NYTDinfo@acf.hhs.gov

Visit the NYTD TA webpage: www.nrccwdt.org/resources/nytd/nytd _home.html

Visit the NYTD Community of Practice: nytdcommunity.acf.hhs.gov

For more technical assistance requests related to implementing NYTD:

Visit the National Resource Center for Child Visit the National Resource Center for
Welfare Data and Technology at www.nrccwdt.org Youth Development at www.nrcyd.ou.edu

www.nrccwdt.or NRCYD

National Resource Center
for Youth Development
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